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"THAT'S STRANGE" (THE MAN WITH THE BIG YELLOW HAT) SAID, "IT'S A BRAND-NEW PUZZLE. WELL, IT CANNOT BE HELPED." (CURIOUS GEORGE GOES TO THE HOSPITAL P.8)





Monkeys are the most curious of creatures, and George was the most curious of all monkeys; hence his name (See George flies kite p.3). His many antics led him from his innocuous, uncharted desert isle, with no light,no phone, no motor car, not a single luxury, to civilization. George lived in the house of the man with a big yellow hat after the man brought George back from the tropics. What possessed a man with a light colored hat to venture out to a place where there is no life as we know it is a mystery; but we do know a strong bond developed between them.


	We are told of the time Curious George discovered a puzzle box on the man's desk. Due to his insatiable curiosity, George opened the box, and, thinking one of the pieces to be a piece of candy, consumed it. Why do something so foolish? Hey Hey he's a monkey; people say he monkeys around (See Monkeys 34:1). When the man put the puzzle together he noted the disappearance of the piece. He couldn't fathom what might of happened to it. He assumed it was not included with the puzzle. This is mystifying. The man in the big yellow hat knew curious George very well. He knew of his adventures to the zoo, helicopter rides, even his bid for political office. Would he not assume George took the piece? After all he was such a curious little (steich) monkey? How are we to understand the perplexity of this baffling resposne?


	The man certainly knew of George's curiosity. However, the man loved George. He had cared for  George, fostered and nurtured him. He could not accept that the object of his affection could bring him harm. He subconsciously ignored George's obvious curiosity rather than face the uncomfortable fact that George had taken the piece. This imperceptibly emotion clouded the man's superior line of reasoning even to the point that it put poor George's life in peril.


	We see the duality of the human personality. While we think of ourselves as intellectual beings, our intellect is subject to our perceptions which can be governed subconsciously by our emotions. Every decision, every observation, every assessment of a situation that we make is colored by our feelings and distorted to some degree by our emotions. To the degree that we purify our hearts and prevent emotional factors from entering our minds, we will achieve clarity of vision. The method to accomplish this is to be orangatung, like George, in mussar.


