PURIM HATORAH-1993


"AND LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD SAID 'WHAT BIG EYES YOU HAVE GRANDMAN' AND THE WOLF REPLIED 'THE BETTER TO SEE YOU WITH'" (HOOD 12:18)





Little Red Riding Hood had travelled far away from home to Grandmother's house to bring her grandmother a basket of goodies. The Big Bad Wolf had disguised himself as Little Red Riding Hood's grandmother. When Little Red Riding Hood  came to grandmother's house she was fooled by the Big Bad Wolf  into believing that he was her grandmother. When she inquired about the wolf's eyes, the wolf replied that they wre in order to see her better. when she queried of the wolf's big ears he responded that they were to hear her better. It was only when she asked about the wolf's teeth did he reveal his true identity.


	At first this seems puzzling. How could it be that Little Red Riding Hood  not recognize her own grandmother? It is clear from the fact that she was able to find her own way through the forest to Grandmother's house not only that she was an intelligent young woman, but also that she had frequented her grandmother's house previously. Also,  we might be able to understand the enlarged ears and eyes, but how could she not identify the obviously sharp teeth of the wolf not being those of her grandmother? What could have caused her to make this almost fatal mistake?


	The answer to this question can be found within us. When one is accustomed to a specific environment or surroundings, one tends to stay in that environment. When Little Red Riding Hood  entered her grandmother's house she expected to see her grandmother laying in bed, so that, no matter what was actually there, was what she saw. We see that this power of habitual behavior can lead us into situations of grave danger.


	We, in our own lives, must be wary of this. When one tends to spend fourteen or more years in the same yeshiva, or at least seven weeks on the same maareh makom we develop a habitual attitufde toward it. the so;ution is to vary one's schedule, on Mondays and Wednesdays to have Cofetz Chaim seder, on Thursday to have early night seder and the like. Even maybe coming to Mincha or mussar seder once or twice a week would help to stop the forming of this routine. As a great rabbi once said "Variety is at Slice of Life"


