PURIM HATORAH-1993


"AND HE HUFFED AND HE PUFFED AN HE BLEW THE HOUSE DOWN...AND THE FIRST LITTLE PIG RAN TO THE HOUSE OF THE SECOND LITTLE PIG." (PIGS 3:12)


	


	The first little pig had been quite foolish. He had, even though he knew the big bad wolf was liable to approach, built his house out of straw. The second little pig, also, not heeding the warnings of the third little pig did not take the necessary precautions, building  his house out of sticks. They both laughed at the third little pig who worked very hard at building his brick house. They watched him carrying the heavy bricks on his back, not offering to help, while they relaxed. When the big bad wolf blew down the first little pig's house of straw, the first little pig sought refuge in the second little pig's house of sticks. After the big bad wolf blew down the second little pig's house also, they both sought refuge in the third little pig's house of brick.


	At first glance, this seems illogical. We know these pigs were intelligent by they fact that they wre able to build houses. Why, then, would the first little pig, after having his house of straw destroyed by the big bad wolf, run to the second pig's house of sticks? Didn't he realize that they were ill-prepared to face the big bad wolf? We see that the third little pig was more than happy to help out his fellow swine in time of need, so why not run to the safety of the third pig? Likewise, why didn't the second pig, after hearing of the destruction of the first little pig's house, also escape to the safety of the third little pig's house?


	We see here an important point that is often evident to us. Because the first little pig was involved in an argument it was very difficult for him to see that it was time to concede or perhaps he was wrong. The first little pig had laughed at the third little pig for building the brick house, and subconsciously he couldn't release those feelings of pride. We see that this self-inflicted blindness went so far as to the point where it threatened his very life.


	From heree we can derive a special insight into creation. We see how stubborn and self-centered pigs can be. We can now understand why it is that pigs, for time and memorial, have been forbidden to be eaten by the Jewish people.


